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1 What is Rationality

So, it is understanding that we seek. Why. Not how, not what. Everybody knows how to be moral, how to be ethical. Everybody knows what is morality, what is ethicality; we don’t have to be taught these things. Every society has these norms of culture, of behavior, gentlemanliness, superlative humanness. So, it would be stupid to try to teach in an evolved society like this, and start off from the A and the B and the C of all these things, because it is all well known. The fact that something is not followed does not mean that it is not known. It only means that it is not accepted. It was accepted in the past, it is not accepted today. Why? We have to ask ourselves these questions.

· Heart to Heart Volume V, Page 177
Within the realm of thought, there are also different degrees of subtlety. First there is what we call instinct, subconscious or unconscious thought, including all reflex actions of the body. Then there is conscious thought, where we reason, think and analyse. The mind also functions on a still higher plane, the superconscious state, where it goes beyond the limits of reason and doubt, into the realm of intuition and wonder. In raja yoga, the mind is taken up to the subtle states of superconsciousness. 

The conscious working of the mind, the realm of reason, is a narrow circle. Yet it is beyond the circle of reason that we find answers to the profound questions of human existence: whether there is an immortal soul; whether there is a God; whether there is any supreme intelligence guiding this universe. Our ethical theories, our moral attitudes, much that we value in human nature, have come from beyond the conscious mind. Babuji writes: "If a thing is seen through the intuitional insight without the unnecessary medium of reason it will be visible in its original form without error or defect."

· What is Raj Yoga: Australian Yoga Life, Elizabeth Denley

Man is thus nothing but condensed energy, in a manner of speaking, and could, just as easily, have been hydrogen or carbon or water, all of which, of course, he still is. What is the difference between man and the other beings on this earth? Philosophers tell us that the difference is the existence of consciousness and intellect in man. Man is the only animal capable of conscious and discriminative action, together with the realization of an expected consequence of his actions. 

· Constant Remembrance January 1998, P.R.Krishna, Page 35
Generally the philosophers have attempted to reach the innermost core of things through reason, and not through vision. Reason, in its popular sense, may be faulty and may fail us, but if a thing is seen through the intuitional insight without the unnecessary medium of reason it will be visible in its original form without error or defect. 

· Complete Works of Ram Chandra Vol 1

Philosophy is a subject not based on reason but based on intuition. It starts not from doubt as most of the western philosophers hold, but from wonder. A life of practicality, undergoing all the experiences depicted therein, is therefore essential to arrive at the reality of things.

· Complete Works of Ram Chandra Vol 1

The real study is that by which we realise the unchangeable; and that is realised neither by reading nor by believing nor by reasoning, but by super-conscious perception.

· Complete Works of Ram Chandra Vol 1

Knowledge is that which is known. And that too in such a way that one becomes equal to the known thing and only knowing remains.

- Thus Speaks Lalaji, Page 46

Knowledge is contemplation, thinking, pure discrimination and nothing else. Differentiating things, demarcating the line of difference, establishing the points of difference or distinction — this alone is knowledge which is the characteristic of the mind.
· Thus Speaks Lalaji, Page 47
Q: Why do we ask questions like, "Is there a God?" Why cannot we think that there is no God?


Chariji: It is easier to presume that there is something and look for it, than do nothing, saying it is not there. When we look for something that we call God, we are bound to get illumination and find the thing that we are seeking.
· Questions asked by Children to Chariji about God

2 Pitfalls of Knowledge

One who wants to know the purpose or meaning of knowledge is ignorant. Had he not so much of understanding we would have called him stupid instead of calling him ignorant. ‘Ignorant’ does not mean ‘devoid of knowledge or understanding’ but means ‘devoid of the purpose or meaning of knowledge’. Such a person alone is fit for obtaining knowledge.

· Thus Speaks Lalaji, Page 46
Knowledge is no doubt light, but it is not an end in itself, but is merely a means to an end. We do not light a lamp at night for the sake of the lamp but to do some work by its light, which is the end or aim. So our knowledge also has some goal but it is not a goal in itself.
· Thus Speaks Lalaji, Page 47
3 What is Faith

The ability to believe in the possible is belief. The ability to believe in the impossible is faith.
· Salient Features of Sahaj Marg, Series 6, Page 16

You know, one of the stories which moved me most - you are an Indian, isn't it? - you know the story of Surdas? The blind-eyed saint of Lord Krishna. He was wandering along, you know, tottering with a stick held in his hands, and Krishna comes and taunts him, saying, "Surdas, you are supposed to be my bhakta." He says, "Yes, Lord, I am." Krishna says, "Do you have faith in me?" He says, "Yes." And Krishna says, "Why this cane which you are holding?" And playfully he knocks it off, you see. He says, "Now walk." So you see, that is faith.

You know, I have always admired Swami Vivekananda and when I read about his walking all over India with nothing in his pockets, I had the desire to emulate him by going out with a hundred rupees in my pocket, but I first had to ask permission of my Master. So I went to my Master and I said, "Babuji, I want to go alone for a month, on foot, with a hundred rupees in my pocket." He said, "If you have faith, why do you need a hundred rupees? And come to think of it, how long do you think a hundred rupees will last?" I mean, I could step out of Babuji's house and the money is lost, pick-pocketed, anything could happen. My hope was that if I got stuck somewhere I could send a telegram home [laughter]. You see?

So I thought of the Bible where Christ says, "Oh ye of little faith." Now, you see, a millionaire has faith in his millions. He says "Oh, nothing can touch me, Chari." A man with ten rupees has faith in his ten rupees. I had a faith in a hundred rupees, but not in the Master, you see. So the big lesson to me.

So faith means - I have this as my own definition - "Belief is the capacity to believe in what is possible. Faith is the capacity to believe in the impossible." I can't have faith in things which I am sure will happen, you know. But when everything says, "This cannot happen," and I say, "Well, I have faith" - that is faith. That also brings a certain sense of humility, you know. Faith must be accompanied by humility. Because an absolute sinner pretending to meditate, pretending to do his cleaning, "my self, my humble self", and yet having faith that my Master is going to take me somewhere, that gives me humility because I know I am totally undeserving. You see?

· Q&A Session with Master, Molena Ashram, Sept 1, 1996
Faith is really the foundation of the entire structure of spirituality. Faith in reality, faith in the right course you have adopted for realisation, faith in the worthy Master whom you have submitted to, this is the rock upon which you must build your edifice of spirituality if you really aim at success.

- Thus Speaks Babuji, Page 34

Faith is greatly helpful to us in our spiritual progress. It dispels clouds of doubt and uncertainty and removes difficulties and obstructions from our path.

- Thus Speaks Babuji, Page 35

Will, faith and confidence are the elementary factors which contribute to an easy success on the path of realisation. Strong will to achieve reality means that we are inwardly awakened to the thought of recognizing the Self. We proceed on with the idea and select a path. The very first thing to be looked to, seriously, is that the path we select is the right one, leading directly to our goal. It is, therefore, quite essential to have in our mind a clear and definite conception of the final goal.  When we are finally convinced of the merits of the thing, we may stick to it with faith and constancy. Faith thus reposed shall be genuine and lasting, while faith promoted by inducement offered by outwardly attractive features and display of pretty materialistic achievements is no faith at all but may rightly be termed as persuasion. It has no stable foundation to rest upon and disappears under ordinary adverse circumstances.
· Complete Works of Ram Chandra Vol 1
4 True Faith

Faith is said to have been strengthened when one’s link with God is established so firmly that it is not separated even if one tries to do it. One should feel oneself helpless to do so. Effort should be made to develop such faith.

- Thus Speaks Lalaji, Page 61

Really a disciple should formally be initiated only when true faith exists in him and Divine love takes prime root in his heart. Initiation signifies that the disciple's link has been connected with the Supreme Power. In that case the spiritual force begins to flow to the disciple automatically according to the absorbing capacity he develops in himself.

- Thus Speaks Babuji, Page 34

Faith, in true sense, is a lively link connecting the mortal with the Immortal. It is no doubt effected through the medium of the Master who is himself connected with the Immortal. The link when once connected cannot be broken under any condition and subsists all along during the course of our march up to final point.

- Thus Speaks Babuji, Page 36

True faith is really an unspeakable virtue which is beyond the scope of religion, it is the dauntless courage which leads us on to success, it is that ubiquitous force which makes our path smooth, it is in fact the only thing that solves our problem of life.

- Thus Speaks Babuji, Page 36
Gross type of worships of idols in the solid material shapes and rigid adherence to forms, symbols and rituals do not actuate real faith. It is pure and simple materialism which promotes prejudice and not the true faith in the heart of those who pursue it. They believe blindly in what they are induced to, without applying their reason or judgement and are not in the least inclined even to consider any other course. I find people acknowledging the efficacy of certain other means of direct approach to reality but still they are not prepared to follow them because, as they say, they cannot get away from the path they have already adopted. They have in fact, no faith in reality but only faith in forms and symbols which may rightly be termed as prejudice. It means that their vision has become limited and they do not want to rise high to seek reality. Their fate is sealed and they remain in the same confined sphere for ever. In fact, what keeps us down, checking us from rising higher cannot be termed as faith. It is consequently very essential for every one to fix his eyes on Absolute Reality with faith and confidence and to adopt ways, helpful and conducive to Self-realization. 

- Complete Works of Ram Chandra Vol 1 
This is another example which sheds light at the same time on Master’s simplicity and on our complexity. When Master cancelled his trip to Europe last year, everyone was trying to guess the reasons for this cancellation. In fact, he did not come to Europe because Babuji ordered him so. It is as simple as that. If any of us could obey the Master as the disciple Parthasarathi does, we would live with a faith which can move mountains.

- Constant Remembrance, April 2005, Patrick Fleury, Page 23-24
5 Problems with Blind Faith
Some people take a very erroneous view of faith. They believe that faith alone is enough to solve their problem of life no matter what the path they have adopted, or the guide they have submitted to might be. Nothing probably can be more misleading than this absurd belief. Is it ever possible for a man to reach Calcutta by taking up just the opposite direction? Can a man ever become a selfless saint by submitting himself to the guidance of a self-seeking impostor? Can a man ever free himself from the bonds of attachment, prejudice and pride by following a self-conceited hypocrite inspired with the feeling of attachment with the worldly objects and of self-aggrandizement? We must never be led away by a mere outward glittering aspect of a thing but should go deep into it to discover reality at the bottom. Inducement based on outward show of knowledge, eloquence or power, promotes blind faith which in most cases leads to disastrous results. A conscientious man will never allow himself to be led away blindly into delusion by such false impositions which have no real significance in the spiritual field. Blind faith is no doubt greatly advantageous only when the path you have adopted is by accident the right one and the guide you have selected is really the proper person of the highest calibre who is devoid of all feelings of attachment and pride. Your unshakable faith in such a Master shall then lead you to the farthest limit of spiritual attainment for you shall then associate yourself with Reality.
- Complete Works of Ram Chandra Vol 1 
Question: If we have infinite faith, can it be a sure way for anything?

Master: No, no. the faith must be used to do good, not to do bad. Suppose, like Ravana, I have the faith that I can kill anybody. My destiny will be like Ravana. I have the faith, I have the power, I have the ability – and I kill. What happened in the end? So, good cannot be used for bad purposes. I have a knife; I can cut bread, but I cannot cut somebody’s throat. You understand? I have money; I can use it for my good, for my welfare, for my upbringing, but not to destroy myself by drinking and drugs. So, utilization of power is even more difficult that utilization of freedom, to which I referred in the beginning. “I have money, I will spend”. In what way? Will I survive to see how I spent my money? Or will my money only bring me a nice marble stone over my grave? You understand? Faith is not enough, belief is not enough – belief in the right person, following the right ideal, faith in the right ideal. Suppose I have faith in evil, its no use. Of course I will succeed in evil, but my end will be like Ravana, Kumbhakarna – all these people.
 - Heart Speak 2004, Volume II, Page 130
6 How is Faith Built: Belief -> Trust -> Faith

Faith is something extremely important if one is a spiritual aspirant and no less important if one is not a spiritual aspirant but seeks progress in this world, because without faith nothing is possible. This is the message of my Master that without faith one can do nothing. Now how to develop it? [An abhyasi puts this question during conversation] That is of course a big question and based on the experience of our own abhyasis. My Master was able to explain it in a simple way. For instance take the questioner himself. His friend tells him "Here is a man, Shri Ram Chandraji Maharaj of Shahjahanpur, who is able to do this, that and the other in spirituality and can make you grow to your highest potential, take you up to the level of divinisation. Why don't you try it?" If the questioner has the necessary belief in his friend, that the friend is talking with his interest in heart, and his past performance makes it possible for him to believe in his friend's advice well, the questioner comes to one of us, starts the practice, which means the belief in his friend brings him here.

Now comes the second stage that as he practices the meditation or the sadhana system that is offered under Shri Ram Chandra Mission's banner, he finds that he has his own personal experiences arising out of the practice which serves to strengthen the belief which brought him here and we find that slowly the belief grows into a state of overall belief which we call trust. So belief leads to trust, provided one is following the Marg and trying to see where it leads. Now as we go on with trust in the system, the very fact that we trust something seems to deepen our perceptive abilities, our practical ability to do something with ourselves and we find ourselves the recipients of more and more important and all-pervasive experiences of a nature which we could never have anticipated without this trust. Trust deepens our own ability to perform on ourselves and deepens the experiences, so that every moment of a trustful performance seems to deepen the performance itself and leads to deeper results, ultimately culminating in what we call faith. So belief leads to trust which leads to faith.

· Salient Features of Sahaj Marg, Series 6, Pages 17-18
7 Aspects of Faith

Faith in the System: Master says that it is possible to move up to the Central region, in the time that it takes to move your head from the left to the right. It does not need even the seven months that Lalaji took. Then what is the problem? We are unable to believe, we are unwilling to believe that it is so easy. And we say how is it possible? You see, it is really a distrust, a disbelief in what the Master says. It is not a conscious disbelief. I would not say that we are here with a conscious disbelief that our Master is telling us a lie; no! But it is something that inside us, most of us, are not able to accept. 

We are willing to believe that we are able to buy a lottery ticket for ten rupees and get three crores. That is how lottery tickets sell, obviously. We are willing to believe that we can write four words or five words for a slogan for Lipton's tea or Lux toilet soap and we can get tickets for two people from here to Sydney and back, with a week in a hotel! But we are not willing to believe that half an hour of meditation, twenty minutes of cleaning, and ten minutes of bed time prayer will give us that which even the greatest persons on earth have not got. 

Faith in Yourself: The very idea of failure is repugnant. It cannot be, because it casts aspersions for the effectiveness of the way, the abilities of the Master and the effectiveness of the powers that He has used in creating these things for us.
So, any lack of faith is only a lack of faith in ourselves. We cannot by any means, by any stretch of imagination, have lack of faith in the Master. It only means we have no faith in ourselves; and essentially it is also the same spiritually, because when you say 'He is in my heart' and I don't believe in myself, I don't believe in Him too. So this is another aspect of the situation and that I would like to place before you all, that whenever we doubt somebody else, we are really doubting ourselves. So let us make up our minds that, this way shall exist for ever. It is for the Master to promise: it is for us to make that promise come true. As every seed has within it the promise of life, of unfoldment of that life, of fruition of the possibilities contained in that seed, but yet if that seed is not planted, well watered and looked after until it is a tree and it can give fruit, the promise remains a mere promise. So I don't believe in some of the sententious statements that Master has said so and therefore it will be. Master has said so… therefore it can be. The realisation of these possibilities, the actualisation of Master's promise to us, the achievement of the goals, of the levels of 'being' that He has outlined for us, is very much in our hands. Please don't misunderstand me as saying that there is something lacking in the Master's efforts. 

Faith in the Master: The important factor of a spiritual life is faith in the Master, for the help of a capable master is indispensable for higher spiritual attainments. He is the only medium through whom the divine impulse comes to an aspirant. It is, therefore, but essential that the guide we select should be one of highest capability and practical attainments. To judge the real worth of the guide we must associate with him for some time trying and testing him by all means in our power. When we are thus convinced of his capabilities through reason and experience we may accept him as our Master and submit to his guidance. If we disregard this principle we are likely to be deceived in our judgement. We must never follow any one blindly having been attracted towards him by his outward imposition and display of knowledge. For proper judgement of the true merits of a man we must take into account his practical attainments in the spiritual field. We must seek in him the real thing, we crave for.

When we are thus convinced, we naturally begin to feel an inward attraction for him and think him to be the very person who can shape our destiny. The feeling gradually develops into faith and we begin to love him. We submit to his views with due regard to his personality and proceed along the path under his guidance. The experience of achievements gained during the course convinces us further of the extraordinary capacities of the master and we begin to look upon him as a superhuman being. Our faith now is greatly helpful to us in our spiritual progress. It dispels clouds of doubt and uncertainty and removes difficulties and obstructions from our path.

· Salient Features of Sahaj Marg, Series 6, Pages 28-32
8 Waiting implies Faith
For us in the East, every time you get into a plane it's an act of faith. I mean it literally. Who knows what's going to happen, especially on these long flights - ten hours, eleven hours? In the old days, we took a thirty minute flight, held on tight to the hand-rest, and prayed. Now how long can we pray? Eight hours can we pray? Eleven hours can we pray? So we pray in the beginning, and then try to enjoy the flight. Every time there's a bump, every time there's a course change… most people do it. Only, those who are ashamed to tell the truth, tell lies. So waiting can become a torture if you have no faith - that my Master has begun something, he will surely end it to my benefit, to my ultimate benefit. Therefore one who can wait, is really a man who has faith in the process, in the guru, and therefore that faith yields us the ability to wait, which is nothing but what you call patience. So if there is something which is, shall we say the symbol of a spiritual person - what symbolizes a spiritual person, what characterizes a spiritual person - it is his ability to wait. 
A perfect example of that was my Master. He could wait eternally. And that's another thing. You cannot say, "Oh, I have waited five minutes, how long do you expect me to wait?" Waiting cannot have a limit. It's like when you train a dog, "Wait," it has to stay there till you come and release it. What goes for the dog goes for the trainer too. Because when you ask it to wait, and you go and sit down, and surreptitiously look at it, you are also waiting for him to make a move, as a sign of obedience or disobedience. So waiting cannot have a limit. "Oh I have waited twenty minutes, I have waited forty minutes, I have waited three days." We have a limit. Waiting has no limit. Therefore waiting takes on, or partakes of, the character of Infinity. Whereas doing consumes moments of time in small bits, discrete bits, which we call seconds, minutes, hours. So one who waits is able to be in Infinity to that extent. Therefore the Master is one who can eternally wait. 
I once asked Babuji, "Several people come to you, take a sitting or two, and walk away. What will happen?" He said, "Oh, I can wait. They have to come back." I said, "When?" He said, "Maybe not in this life, but in their next life they have to come to me. Maybe after four lives, but they have still to come to me." You see, that is the sort of faith that we deal with here. 
I think I told you the episode, when once He was doing some work on a plane, and He was very preoccupied. I asked Master, "What are you doing?" He said, "You read what I was doing and tell me." I tried a little. He was working in the future. Then He explained to me that he was working to lay the foundation for the Personality who will appear at the time of Mahapralaya - that is the dissolution of the Universe which, according to calculations in the Indian philosophy is, four million, three hundred and twenty thousand years in the future. And that man you know, had the patience to start the work today! I said, "How do you know it will succeed?" He said, "Only a fool can ask such a question." (laughter) I said, "Well, maybe I am a fool, but please explain how you know that this will happen?" He said, "When I will it, it cannot but happen. Nothing on earth, nothing in heaven can stop that." So that is faith - in himself, born out of faith in his Master. He taught him. In Him he has total faith. Therefore he could have faith in himself. So the ability to wait shows patience and faith. Ability to wait for long periods shows greater and greater faith. Ability to wait infinitely shows infinite faith. So this is the capacity we must develop. 
So this is the secret of spirituality. He can wait infinitely. Why should I wait? It is like a man who says, "Oh, there's a bus every ten minutes, you know. I will take the next one, the next one, the next one, the next one, and he is sitting here smoking or drinking, and bus after bus is going by. And ultimately he catches a bus at midnight, gets into Seattle at two o'clock in the morning, gets mugged on the street, and ends up in hospital. So while we should have the capacity to wait for a result, in the faith that it cannot elude us or evade us or escape us, we can hardly afford to wait to begin that process. It is like cooking. Unless you start to cook at a moment in time, you are not going to finish it, "Oh, you know, potatoes take only twenty minutes." "Yes, but darling, when are you going to put the damn thing on the fire?" (laughter) "Oh, it takes only a second to light the fire." "Yes, but when is that second coming?" Isn't it? So instead of a midday meal, you get a midnight meal. Often! 

So, faith is what is behind the ability to wait. Faith is that which, according to the proverb, or according to the saying in the English language, moves mountains. I have often felt that the Guru really does nothing in the sense of doing something. And this conviction is growing in me more and more, that He really does nothing. I mean, I don't imply any discourtesy towards my Master. Then what is it that moves His work, His power, to be activated in my favour? My faith. When I have faith in Him, His power has to flow. It is as if there is a vacuum, and His power is pulled towards me. And if I have no faith, and I am only going to His door like a beggar, "Babuji, please give me this, Babuji, please do that, Babuji, make it possible for me to come to the South of France," He throws pieces of bread, like we throw to the beggars, you see. He does not want it.

· Salient Features of Sahaj Marg, Series 6, Pages 24-26
9 Story 1: Have Faith in Yourself
An illiterate fellow was living in one of those desert districts of South India called Ramnathpuram - no body of water large enough to be even known. But he has this craving to reach the ultimate and he asked a saint, "Lord, how can I achieve this?" He said, "Go north. You will find a river. Bath in it. It is the Ganga. It will purify you and give you redemption." He walked and he came to a small nali (canal). Now for a man from a desert who has never seen water that was big enough body of water. He started bathing in it. 
He had been bathing ten years, when another saint came from north. He said, "My son, what are you doing here, bathing in this? He said, "No, the saint told me to bathe in the Ganga, I am bathing, I hope to be purified." He said, "Stupid fellow, this is not the Ganga. This is only a gutter. Go further north. It is much bigger than this". He went further. Then he came to a little bigger canal perhaps. He started bathing there. 
Ten years passed. Another saint came. He said, "What are you doing here?" He said, "I am bathing in the Ganga. It is the most pavitra (pure) body of water. I am going to be liberated." He said, "No, no, this is not the Ganga, go further." 
Like this he spent fifty years bathing in different canals, streams, rivers and ultimately he died. And when he went up there he found these five saints who had guided him, or misguided him, as the case may be, coming for judgement to the Lord. To his amazement all of those five saints were sent to hell and he was sent to heaven! 

The saints protested, "Lord, we only gave him good advice. We told him go and bath in the Ganga. But it's not our fault he didn't bath in that. For that you are sending us to hell?" God said, "My sons, he had faith. You destroyed his faith. You tried to destroy his faith. You deserve hell." 

You see, his faith brought him to where he was. It is not necessary to go to the Ganges. So it is my mind, it is my faith, which makes even a bucket of water the pavitra Ganga. …………. Spiritual science says, sitting where you are, if you are able to invoke that divinity within yourself, link yourself to that with which you are eternally connected, but which link you have forgotten - you can never break it. 
Have faith in yourself.
- The Principles of Sahaj Marg, Volume X, pp. 75-76, P. Rajagopalachari, 1997
10 Story 2: Strength of Faith
This is a famous tale from India – the story of Prahalad, whose exemplary love and faith in the Divine is illustrated here.
There was once a mighty king called Hiranya. He wanted to be absolutely invincible. And so through severe penance and meditation, he acquired a book that he could not be killed during day or night, by a human being or animal, and neither inside a house or outside it. This made him feel all powerful and indestructible.

Eventually, Hiranya got married and his wife gave birth to a young boy, who was named Prahalad. Hiranya had been living his life with the idea that he was the most powerful being in the universe, more powerful than God Himself. On the other hand, young Prahalad was growing up with a deep love and reverence for Divinity. Hiranya was mighty upset with this. It hurt his enormous ego that his own son would respect someone else more than himself. As time went on, he became more and more enraged by this. 
One day he decided he had had enough. He summoned Prahalad and said to him, “Son, either accept me as your lord or you shall die!” Prahalad, who was lost in his Master’s thought, did not even listen to what his father has to say. Of course, this only made Hiranya madder, and so he ordered his men to throw Prahalad from the top of a mountain and kill him. 

The soldiers took Prahalad away and hurled him from the top of a big mountain. But Prahalad was not even hurt because he fell on top of a huge bed of roses, as if Mother Nature had made this big cushion especially for him. Hiranya thought that this was a big fluke and decided to have Prahalad killed by putting him in front of a mad elephant. So the soldiers put Prahalad in front of a mad elephant who had a reputation of crushing everything in his way. But when the elephant came near, he was mesemerized by the kind and loving eyes of Prahalad and just lifted him softly with his trunk, placed him on his back and paraded him throughout the city while people cheered.
This enraged Hiranya, and he decided to take matters into his own hands. He ordered Prahalad to be brought before him. When he saw Prahalad, he was so filled with rage that he took out his sword and hurled it at him. And the sword handed on Prahalad’s neck as a beautiful garland. 

When this happened, Hiranya’s ego suffered a big blow. He decided to take on this fellow who was protecting his son. He asked Prahalad, “Where can I find that god whom you adore so much?” Prahalad replied, “He is everywhere, so you can find him anywhere!” “Can I find him in this pillar?” Hiranya asked. “Yes, of course. My lord can be found in this pillar too.”

So Hiranya took out his sword and broke the pillar before him in two with one stroke, looking to find Prahalad’s God. To Hiranya’s shock, out came a massive figure, neither animal nor human, with the head of a lion, and the body of a man. God appeared in the form of Narasimha (nara=man, simha=lion).

Then the lord lifted Hiranya with his enormous hands, took him to the threshold of the palace, neither inside the house nor outside, and finished him off with his bare hands at dusk, when it was neither day nor night. And, that was the end of mighty Hiranya, whose self-pride has clouded his vision so much that he could not even see the Divinity that his own son personified.

Love and Faith in the Divine overcomes any obstacles.

– Constant Remembrance, October 1996, Pages 59-60
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